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The FARMER, Sc. 


My Countrymen, 


NCE upon a Time, the Sheep of a certain 
() Place perceived, that, through the Coward- 
ice of many, the Indolence of moſt, and the 
Want of Unanimity in the whole Flock, 
they were perpetually expoſed to Invaſions and Ra- 
vages. They therefore determined on the Election 
of ſome Creature for their Guardian, who by the Ex- 
tent of his Knowledge ſhould be capable of their In- 
tereſts, and by the Depth of his Integrity ſhould in- 
ſure their Confidence and Repoſe. 


PROCLAMATION 


( 4) 


| . PROCLAMATION was accordingly made, their In- 
tention was publiſhed ; and ihſtantly, Creatures of all 
Species became urgent for this Office, 


IT is wonderful ind pleaſing to reflect, on this Oc- 
caſion, that, though no Matter of Profit was annex- 
ed to the Employment; yet, the ſeveral Pretenders 
ſollicited, they promiſed, they threatened, they bribed, 
they ſued to each Individual apart, they tried all 
Wiles to compaſs this barren Poſt : Such is the great 
Power of Virtue and Benevolence, ſo very common 
a Thing is diſintereſted Labour, ſo univerſal is Patri- 
otiſm and a public Spirit. 


Amonc many Animals, whoſe Pretenſions I ſhall, 
for the preſent, decline to mention; the Wolf, the 
Fox, and the Maſtiff, were admitted as Candidates ; 
each flouriſhed at large on his proper Abilities, and 
with due Oratory ſet forth the peculiar Reaſons of his 
Claim. 


Mr Friends, ſaid the Maſtiff, I come before you 
this Day, not to requeſt a Favour, but to ſue for Ac- 
ce not to demand a Benefit, but to make a 
Tender of Service. | 
- You are not to conſider, on this important Occa- 
ſion, what may be due out of Friendſhip, out of 
Gratitude, out of Partiality to any living. If any one 
among you is obliged or indebted, let him be grate- 
ful and juſt; but let him not diſchar ge his private In- 
cumbrances at the infinite Expence of public Da- 


mage. | 


41251, te Agvantage of the £lcfors and not of the- 
. elected, 
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elected, that ought, in any meaſure, to influence the 
Choice you are to make : For if Freedom and good 
Counſel ſhall guide your Determination, great will be 
the Benefits you provide for your Flock, Toil and Care 
will be the only Portion you confer on your Guardian. 


WnaùrRETORRE, if you know any, more capable, 
more active, more zealous for your Service, leſs at- 
tached to private Intereſt, more informed with a Love 
of public Welfare, than myſelf ; it will be your Duty 
as well as your Policy to reject me: For wherefore 
ſhould I be incumbered with perſonal Trouble, if the 
general Emolument may not thereby enlue ? 


How far I may be partial to my own Talents I 
know not ; but, ſure it is, that if I did not think 
myſelf equal, as I feel myſelf wuling and warm to 
this Taſk z; I ſhould not have applied for ſo toilſome 
a Preference. It is in you alone to judge the Merits - 
of your Candidates; and I truſt your Judgment will 
be prudent ; I know it ought to be free. 


IT is therefore, that I have not ſollicited, I have 
not ſued, I have made uſe of no private Influence, I 
have laid hold of no perſonal Friendſhip or Attach- 
ment, to obtain your Voices for the Employment to 
which I now pretend. The ſole Advantage I look 
for, is to be thought worthy of your Confidence; 
the ſole Honour, to be deemed capable of ſo ſuperior 
a Burden. | 


IT is in this Proſpect alone, that I acknowlege I 
have an Ambition, an Eagerneſs, as I may ſay, for 
your Appointment to ſo glorious a Taſk, Why 
ſhould ſuch a Spirit be thought a Thing incredible ? 
Every one is born with a certain Portion of Love, 
ſome with leſs, ſome with more, ſome with Affections 


| = 
that are cloſeted and condenſed, as it is the Lot and 
Delight of mine to be open and expanded, 


NE1THER have theſe Affections been hitherto bar- 
ten of Benefits to this Flock. Would you know 
what I would do, reflect on what I have done for 
you. Judge the Future by the paſt. Let your Ex- 
ctation be built on Experience; and where I may 
be deficient in Self- commendation, let my Actions be 
my Orators, and let your Memory ſupply the Tongue 
that may be wanting in my Favour. 41 


BRHOlp this Nakedneſs and this Poverty; I am 
neither cloathed with your Fleeces, nor fattened with 
the Fleſh of your Lambs: In my Wants I have watch- 
ed over you, and in my Hunger I have kept you 
from becoming a Prey. . WEE 


Osnstrxve your Walks and your Boundaries; 1 
have ſearched out your ancient Limits; I have en- 
quired into the Meaſure of your Folds ; I have open- 
ed the Extent of your Paſtures. I have aſſerted what 
you held; I have reclaimed what' you have loſt ; 
ſome of your Bounds I have enlarged, and nothing is 

| lapſed among you ſince I firſt attempted your Pro- 


tection, 


I Hop my Services will not be conſidered as leſs 
affectionate for being voluntary, or as leſs diſintereſt- 
ed for being done without Fee or Reward. If you 
ſhall judge it expedient to appoint me to higher Em- 
ployments, if you are inclined to honour me with any 
Marks of your Confidence, I ſhall receive them as 

Incitements to encreaſing Duty, I ſhall accept them 
as Obligations to a warmer Zeal. For I cannot be- 
come leſs diligent for being commiſſioned to Action, 
nor leſs faithful for being entruſted with your Well- 
fare and Repoſe. | 

| | HERE 


43 
Herz the Maſtiff ended, and the Fox roſe up, 


GENTLE Flock, ſaid Reynard, liſten not to what 
that fly Dog may pretend, neither ſuffer yourſelves 
to be duped by the Subtilty of his Inſinuations. We 
all know his Propenſity to Buſineſs and to Barking 
and. aver that he hath effected ſome ſmall Service to 
our Fold. For I was never of an envious or mali 
ing Nature. A generous Temper will give Praiſe 
even to the Appearance of Merit, 


Tux Gods grant that the Creature may be ſincere, 
in what he hath done, and that it may not be a Pir, 
ſunk, tor your deeper Perdition, He never offended 
me; I have no Objection to his Advancement; in 
any private Con I ſhould wiſh well to the poor 
Animal. It is for your Sake alone that I am jealous, 
it is your Intereſt that. makes me tremble, 


2 imeo Danaos et Done ferentes, That is to ſay, a 
Politician will fear the Snake that may lye hid, under 
florid Show, and proferred Service, The Truth is, 
that I never liked theſe furious F riendſhips, this ſuper- 
erogating Zeal, this Frenzy of Patriotiſm ; it is a Fer- 
mentation whoſe Subſtance boils over at the Top J 
the Botrom | is all hollow and uneſſential. 


WHAT Thunders will ae ariſe from Va- 
pour, what Attempts from Vanity! how are we a- 
larmed at the Noiſe and Bluſter of the Elements, till 
we reflect that it is occaſioned, by nothing but Wind. 
am confident that People of your good Underſtand- 
ing, will conſider Things deeper than their mere 
Shews and Appearances. Your Fleece is not your 
Fleſh, the outward Garment is not of a Piece with 


the 


(68) 
the Body it conceals, and the Veſſel ever differeth in 


Nature and in Subſtance from the Reality and Ten- 


dency of the Liquor that is contained therein. So dif- 
fereth the Subſtance of this Maſtiff's Machinations, 
from the Garb that he hath aſſumed in order to diſ- 
guiſe them. 


Truſt me, his Sentiments of Patriotiſm are very 
prettily expreſſed; fine Notes in Muſic, an airy Kind 
of Inhabitants, the elaborate Compoſition and Quin- 
teſſence of Sound. But how, think you, will theſe 
delicate Entities, theſe Forms of the Imagination, 
withſtand the Froſt of Penury, or abide the Fire of 
Probation ? Do ye find the Reality of their Exiſtence 
in yourſelves, is each of you ready to be ſacrificed for the 
Flock ? if not, wherefore do ye credit the Profeſſion in 


another? can you be ſo ignorant as not to apprehend 


what the Strut and the Boaſt of ſuch Paraders muſt 
| ſignify? and that He who walks fo ſteadily and cou- 


rageouſly to the Altar, can never intend Himſelt for 


the Oblation or the Victim. 


I apmiT that he has thruſt himſelf, buſily enough, 
mto. your Concerns ; I allow that his Actions carry 
ſome Merit toward you, whatever may be the Mo- 
tive that lurketh beneath. But, had he any other 
Method to effect your Ruin? Small Services are po- 
 Jtical Ladders, the very Steps to intended Miſchief. 
A Perſon muſt firſt gain your Commiſſion and your 
Confidence, before he can poſſibly be enabled to be 
tray you. 


You are not-now to be informed, my dear and 
tender Brethren, of the natural Fierceneſs and dire 
Bent of this Animal. That he hath hitherto reſtrained 
his Propenſity to Violence among you, ſhews as a- 
mazing a Check of Temper, as Profoundneſs of Stra- 


; tage Mm. 


tagem. His bridled Wrath and his Rapaciouſneſs 
are layed up for you in Store. Can any innocent 
Paſſenger travel the Road, without being diſturbed or 
terrified by his perpetual grumble? Beware of the Teeth 
that are now ſo often ſhewn in your favour. The 
Day will come that may find them a different Em- 
ployment ; when he ſhall turn them to the worrying 
of that very Flock, whom thus uncalled, thus uncom- 
miſſioned, he takes upon him to defend. 511 


I MAY aver that ſuch Depredations will be pardon- 
able in him; for were his Nature wholly free from 
that Malice and Treachery which may fearfully be 
imputed to the whole Tenor of his Conduct; yet his 
Poverty muſt ſubje& him to irreſiſtable Aſſaults, for 
who can patiently endure under perpetual Goadings, 

the Keenneſs of Hunger and the Ravenings of Want? 


Taz Gods be praiſed, my gentle Brothers, this is 
not the Situation of all your Candidates. There are 
ſome of us who have Wealth ſuperfluous to our own. 
Occaſions, wherewith to enrich our Minions and to 
gratify our Favourites. I have my Poultry Yards, 
and my clovered Paſtures whereof I never taſte, to 
regale a viſiting Sheep, or any Friend of the Flock, 


Were I of a ravenous Nature, yet the Tempta- 
tion would be taken away. The Rich can have no 
Appetites that are not already ſatiated; all my Wiſh- 
es and Deſires are fulfilled from my own Stores. | 


Can you then heſitate a Moment on whom you 
ſhould fix your Choice? on the Perſon who is 
prompted by his Abundance to ſupply and oblige, 
you z or on the Perſon who is goaded by his Penury 
to ſeek your Damage? on him, who wants fer nothing 
but an Opportunity to ſerve you; or on him Jo 

a 
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hath no Means of ſerving himſelf, but by taking your 
Wool for his Covering, and your Fleſh for his Prey. 


Here the Fox was ſeated, and the Wolf aroſe. 


conscious Grandeur and Dignity were apparent 
in his Mien; and he wore the fineſt Fleece conſpicu- 
ous on his Shoulders, which in ſome Meaſure he had 
diſguiſed from the Obſervation of the Flock, by a 
little Tincture of Purple and the Art of the Loom. 


He poke, and ſmiled ſuperior. 


My very honeſt and innocent Neighbours On 
Solemnities of this Nature, there is, no doubt, a kind 
of Ceremony and Form to be obſerved ; for though 
no one can ſuppoſe you ſo ignorant of your Duty, as 
not previouſly to know where your Election muſt 
light ; yet Appearances ſhould. be regarded, a kind 
of Pretenſion to ſomething called Choice, or Liberty; 
which, for aught I know, might formerly have had 
ſome Meaning in your Conſtitution, 


Wurn the Great condeſcend to aſk, and the 
Mighty put in their Claim; I cannot chooſe but ſmile 
at the amazing Inſolence of puny Competitors. In 
your Nomination of me, you can confer no Honours ; 
yours alone will be the Glory and the Advantage of 
ſich an Election. Power is the natural Ally of 


Weakneſs, and who ſhall dare to Appeal againſt the 
Plea of Authority: * 


In reſpect to the Pretenſions of h Puppy Rival 
yonder, our Couſin Reynard hath ſpoke with 15 * 
cuſtomed Wiſdom, and therein bach ſaved me 
Trouble T am well enough p leaſed to avoid; ſince l 


GP's never * boaſt much of your Patriot Appetite for 


. Fatigue. 


nee Mp pa 


dur 


| ( 11 
Fatigue. Yet, my Neighbours, you may hold it 
prudent to treaſure this further Hint in your Memory 
that whoever ſhews himſelf the Abettor or Fa- 
vourer of that ſame Snarler, declares himſelf an Ene- 
my to all the Beaſts in the Foreſt, | 


To what an everlaſting Grumble the Wretch is 
ſtirred up, by his ſecret Repinings and Envyings at 
his unregarding Superiors, How ſpeedily we could 
cruſh him and all his Adherents to nothing. Let him 
not be alarmed however; he is ſafe in his Meanneſs, 
his Protection is enſured by our Contempt. But 
a very little of this may be too much, upon a Subject 
ſo infinitely beneath our Notice. | r 


Ix regard to myſelf, and with reſpect to that inde- 
feaſible Claim which I hold to this Election, it is too 
evident, to admit the Poſſibility of a Controverſion, 
in the Dignity of my own Perſon, and in the Power 
of my Alliances. Large are the Domains in which I 
range, neither have the Fences of others been hitherto 
able to ſet a Limit to my Walks. I am further 
ſtrengthened by the Force of many Friends, and by 
my Kindred among all the Brutes that are of any No- 
bility, 


I SHALL not give you or myſelf much Trouble up- 
on this Subject, Rhetoric may have its Uſe where 
there is Occaſion to perſuade. In your Election of a 
Perſon, ſuch as I am, deputed under the due Influ- 
ence and Fangs of Authority, you will do well to 
crouch in Safety beneath ſo broad a Protection. But 
were it poſſible for you to decline this Tender of our 
Guardianſhip : We ſhall be apt to interpret your Re- 
fuſal into an open Declaration of Hoſtilities ; and 
when the Foreſts begin to howl, and my Brethren of 
the Mountains deſcend, who then ſhall be able to wreſt 
you from the Keenneſs of our Reſentment ? 2 

5 0 
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Tux Wolf cloſed his Harangue, a long Murmur 
enſued ; when at length a Ram ſtept forth from the 
Midſt of the Flock ; and after a modeſt Pauſe ad- 
dreſſed the Aſſembly as follows, 


My dear Kindred and dearer Friends I am, 
as you ſee, a Native of this Fold, ſimple therefore in 
my Speech, but very honeſt in my Intention. I hope 
then that you will excuſe the Abſence of the Orator, 


and take up with Expreſſions of a downright and ho- 
neſt Heart. 3 | 


As J imagine we are come together, not in the 
Way of Joke, but ſeriouſly to conſult on the Wel- 
fare of our Flock; I ſhall give you my Thoughts 
with as much Freedom as good Will. 


III x firſt remark to yon, that ſince it is our own 
Good alone which is the Thing to be conſidered in 
our Choice of a Guardia; we ought not to wait, till 
a Kind of People called Candidates beſpeak us for 
themſelves. If we are to chooſe for ourſelves, we 
ought alſo to ſearch for ourſelves ; each of us ſhould 
have looked abroad ; we ſhould have examined into 
Actions, Characters, and their Cauſes ; we ſhould 
have made a thorough Inquiry into Merit; and have 
delivered a faithful Return of our ſeveral Diſcoveries 
to the Fold, that fo by the joint Conſent of all our 
Brethren, the worthieſt might be picked out from 
among the Worthy. | | 


TRE firſt Advantage, that would ariſe from this 
Method, would be, in its giving us a greater Scope for 
Election. We ſhould not then be confined to five 
or to fifty Candidates. We would have the World 
from whence we might cull at leifure and at large N 

an 
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and if we did not fix on a Guardian fit for our Pur» 


poſe, the Fault would lie in our Want of Difſcerri- 
ment, and not in the Scascity of Virtue. 


A $zconp great Advantage would ariſe from this 
Method, in making our Election wholly free, and in- 
dependent of any kind of Influence whatever; ſince 


we would then chooſe by our own Will, and by our 


own Judgment; without regard to Offers, Addreſſes, 
Recommendations, or Authorities, We would then, 
as it were, ſearch for the Liquor we liked, without 
having it preſſed and compelled to our Lips. 


A THIRD grand Advantage would ariſe from this 


E in the extraordinary Obligation we ſhould 
y on our Guardian. He would not then be his own 


. Offerer ;, he would be our E/:z# alone. We would 


not pay him the trifling Compliment, of preferrin 
him to a Few, perhaps of little Merit ; we woul 
diſtinguiſn him by our Choice from among all living 
Creatures. Such a Preference would bind him ten- 
fold to our Perſons, and to our Intereſts, The 
Guards of Honour and Gratitude would be doubled 
upon his Fidelity ; and the Cry of Shame and Re- 
proach would be doubled upon his Treaſon. 


Ir in Modeſty he ſhould happen to decline this 


ſpecial Honour, it would then be our Buſineſs to en- 
treat, and by our Careſſes te compell him to come in, 
But if the Neceſſity of his private Affairs, or his pri- 
vate Indigence were any Obſtacle ; it would be our 
public Intereſt to allot him an Equivalent for his Da- 
mage, and a Reward for his Toil : So ſhould he be 
bound to us in the twofold Truſt of a commiſſioned 
Guardian, and of a hired Servant; and we ſhould 
take away from him all kind of Pretence,for defraying 
his private Coſt at the Expence of public * 

| ; [HESE, 
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Turxsr, my beloved Brothers, are Hints and Ad- 
_ vices, which you may think good to apply, or im- 

e upon future Occaſions. But for the preſent we 
muſt attend, where we are more immediately called, 


Thep turning to the IValf, be thus continued—— 
To you, my Lord, I firſt addreſs myſelf, as to the 
Perſon of greateſt Dignity, and who ought therefore 
to have a Right to the greateſt Reſpect. == 
I oBsERvE, that your Lordſhip hath declared, with 
much Frankneſs, that we have nothing but the mere 


Form of Liberty left among us, and this, you ſay, 
ought to be preſerved, - | „ 


Bur, my Lord, can the Appearance of any Thing 
be better than its Reality? if the very Shadow of Li- 
berty is valuable, how much more the Subſtance ! and 
fince you have made us ſenſible that it is a Good which 
we have loſt, what ſhall hinder us from endeavouring 
to recover the Bleſſing? 


BEFORE I ſpeak to your Objections againſt others 
of our Candidates; I think it. firſt my Duty to take 
Notice of your Lordſhip's ſuperior Claim. The Ho- 
nour, which you ſay we ſhould confer upon ourſelves, 
in the Election of your Lordſhip, I acknowledge is 
great ; but the Advantage we ſhould receive thereby, 
is not altogether ſo apparent: For though Power, as 
you well obſerve, is the ſtrongeſt Ally of Weakneſs, 1 
doubt it might prove the ſtrongeſt Enemy allo; and 
might ſtill be endered more capable of our Damage 
and Deſtruction, by being received into our Fruſt, 
and into our Boſoms. 


THERE 


(16) 


Tux xx is no Doubt but n Lordſhip, ſo 
powerfully ſupported by your noble Kindred and Al- 
liances, would be well able to defend us from all other 
Aſſailants. But in caſe you ſhould at any Time ſeek 
Occaſion of Offence; who then would defend us a- 
gainſt the Power of our on, ?/ who could. 1 
ſerve us from ſuch Preſervers 2 Ne 

IT is therefore, with much Regret, cite I. Whew am 
really under private Obligations to my Superiors in 
the Foreſt, find myſelf thus ſingled out, in Behalf of 
this F lock; to give your Lordſhip the Mortifieation of 
a Refuſal. | To acquaint you, that if your Threats 
mean any Thing further, than to terrify us into your 
Meaſures; we chooſe rather all to periſh- in one Ef- 
fort for virtuous Liberty, than to beget a Generation 
of Victims, and to breed up our Lambs — for 
the Tuſk and the Talon. ä 215 

To acquaint you, notwithſtanding, — we are 
very far from intending or tempting any: Kind of Hoſ- 
tilities. But, hatever that Authority may be by 
which your Lordſhip is recommended; we ſhould: 
Juſtly be accounted the moſt: daſtardly of all Sheep, 
ſhould we admit you for our Guardian while you are 
cloathed in our Spoils, while you inſult that very 
Flock, whom you addreſs for Favours, with the Pro- 
ſpect of a Ficece upon your Shoulders. | 


To you next, Mr. Reynard, I think 8 to pay 
my Reſpects; and I do affure you in the Name of 
all my Fraternity, that we are thoroughly convinced 
of your great Talents and Underſtanding, and that 
there is no Perſon breathing whom we would prefer 
to your Worſhip, were we equally convinced of the 
n of your Integrity; for Capacity is alike ap- 

plicable 
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licable to Evil as to Good, and how dangerous would 


uch an Experiment prove, where the Extent of your 
Genius might ſerve to widen our Deſtruction. 


- In your long Diſſertation on the Merits of this Ma- 
ſtiff; I we that you allow the Facts, though you 
tremble _ the Motives ; you even aver that the Ef- 
fects are good, though you aſſign evil Cauſes. In- 
deed, Sir, you have been at a vaſt Expence of Ora- 
tory and Sweat, in order to perſuade us that all Ap- 

| are deceitful ; that there is no Certainty of 
ence among the Things of Mortality ; thar 

the Nature of Dogs and Sheep will not admit of ab- 


ſolute Perfection; and that for aught you ſee we are 
univerſally a Flock of Scoundrels. 


Bur, good Sir, if even Benefits are to be diſtruſted, 
and that the beſt Services are ſuſpicious; what Judge- 
ment are we to form of the new Zeal of an old Ene- 


my, and of the Friendſhip of a Fox? 


- 


— * 


- Ir, as you alledge, the Love and Kindneſs, of this 
Maſtiff to our Fold, hath been overmuch ; it is a very 
allowable Cauſe of Exception to our Enemies, but we 
who _ the Benefit can diſpenſe with the Abundance 


IT is impoſſible, you fay, he ſhonld have done ſo 
much Good to the Flock, without ſome. evil and ſi- 
niſter Intention. Here the Good is allowed, the Evil 
only conjectured; the Advantage is real, the Miſchief 
merely imaginary: But if Benefits effected are to be 
taken as Inſtances of D s deſigned, why may not 
Evil executed be as equal a Proof of Good intended ? 


| Ir you wke our preſent Seat or Pillar from under 
us, what other Place will you aſſign for our Standing 


or 


65 
or Repoſe? If the Deeds of Friendſhip are not to be 
truſted, and that a long Train of Services are no 
Proofs of Affection; we requeſt you to inform us 
where we can better fix our Confidence. | | 


You further aſſert, that, were there no other Ob- 
jection to this Maſtiff but his Poverty, that, alone, 
muſt ſubject him to irreſiſtible Temptations : But, 
Sir, if he wants the Appetites of the Wealthy, he 
hath no need of their Abundance ; and had he uſed 
the Means of ſome Neighbours for laying up of Rich- 
es, he would not now have been ſubject to this Re- 
proach. | 


We: admit, however, that this, our Friend, hath 
his Sufficiency of Failings ; it had been too much to 
have beſtowed on any one Creature, ſuch a Treaſure 
of Virtues, without their, natural Allay of Frailty. 
But if Wolves and Foxes had no Room to find Fault 
with his Barking and his Szarling ; I know that Sheep 
would have no Cauſe for praiſing thoſe Talents in him. 
We do not however vindicate the Abundance of his 
Wrath, and are truly grieved if he hath at any Time 
offended the Innocent. But ſhould we take upon us 
to controul thoſe Qualities in him ; how might our 


Fold be expoſed, and our Lambs become a Prey. 


Bur if our Maſtiff grumbles he doth not fawn alſo ; 
and with reſpect to his Merits for this Election, I am 
only concerned that he hath been prevailed upon to 
declare himſelf a Candidate; ſince thereby he hath. 
deprived us of the Opportunity we wiſhed, of diſtin- 
guiſhing him by every Honour we could offer, not 
only from his Fellow Candidates, but from all other 
Creatures. 


Wir regard to the Merits of our honeſt Patron 
Reynard, when he boaſts of his Riches, there is no 


C | Queſtion 


Queſtion of his Veracity: All our Doubt is, in reſpect 
of the Means by which he came by them. His ge- 
nerous Offers of a Share thereof to the Individuals of 
this Flock, are, I own, very tempting. But ſhould 
we be ſuch Traytors, as to admit the Conſideration 
of private Intereſt, when the Welfare of the Public is 
alone in Debate; who ſhall aſſure us, that, on our 
making a Viſit to his Worſhip, inſtead of being 
cloathed, we may not return horn; that, inſtead of 
bringing back the Reward of our Treachery, we may 
not happen to leave à Fleece behind ? 


IT is a ſhrewd and ancient Proverb, that, when the 
Family of Foxes grows rich and proſperous, the Sheep 
may juſtly reckon upon Loſs and Damage. 


Here ends the Fable—the Application follows, 


- The End ef the FIFTH LETTER, 


— 
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